
Stormie �rst came to The Mission when the reality 
of being on the streets with her newborn child was 
not only unsafe, but it was a very hard life. Within 
thirty days of coming to The Mission, she gave her 
little baby boy to his dad, and Stormie returned to 
the streets – living a life of homelessness and drugs. 
A few years later, she was drawn back to The 
Mission. Again, Stormie only stayed a short while, 
and then ran back to the streets.  Stormie was all 
too familiar with running – running from her 
problems and running from reality. She did not want 
to face any of it. Anytime there was structure, or she 
became anxious, she would run. With her two 
children staying with relatives, Stormie ran back to 
being homeless and addicted. 

Then she heard the voice of God – calling her to run 
to Him – not run away. Now with a young daughter 
with special needs and pregnant with twins, Stormie 
returned to The Mission and gave her life to Jesus. 
She has committed to changing and growing with 
guidance from Jesus Christ, and the programs at The 
Mission. Now in the First Phase of the New Life 
Program, she is slated to graduate from Phase 1 in 
May of this year. 

A grandchild, observing her grandmother making 
her bed, asked, “Grandma, why do you make your 
bed each morning?” She replied, “It is like a daily 
birthday present. After a good night of sleep, I wrap 
my bed up like a pretty gift – tucking in the corners 
and putting my pillows on top. I am very thankful I 
have a place where I can sleep, be warm and 
comfortable. Then each night, as I am ready to 
crawl into my bed, I ‘unwrap’ the covers. You see, 
every morning and every night, I am reminded what 
a blessing it is to have a bed. I never take this gift 
for granted.”

Imagine a night without a bed to lay your head, 
stay warm and get a good night’s sleep. For 
Stormie Gonzales, a young woman 
currently in the New Life Program, she 
found herself without a bed – without a 
home. Much of her life has been 
searching for the comfort of a place 
to call home. 

At the age of 4, due to their mother’s 
drug abuse, Stormie and her brother 
were put into foster care. She was 
returned to live with her mom four 
years later, yet because of family 
dynamics, her mother sent her to 
Washington State to live with her 
aunt.  She attended high school 
there, and soon after graduation 
Stormie gravitated back to 
Stockton. With no place to go, 
she began couch sur�ng and 
living on the streets. Her life 
was tumultuous and 
complicated.
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“The staff at The Mission has been so patient, 
supportive and encouraging through my journey. 
I am grateful they advocate for me. Without them, 
I would still be out there on the streets. They are 
teaching me to save money and make adult 
decisions.” Stormie continued, “I am not in this 
alone – it is so much better with God. The programs 
at The Mission teach accountability, how to open up 
and be honest. The staff at The Mission has saved 
me from death – providing me with programs to 
grow, giving me hope and a roof over my head.”

We are so thankful for the support we receive from 
you, our supporters, donors and volunteers. It is 
because of your generosity, Stormie and all those 
who come in off the streets to begin a new life, 
have that precious gift of unwrapping that warm, 
comfortable bed where they can rest – knowing that 
there is so much to be thankful for. A place where 
they can begin healing and living a life �lled with 
hope and promise.  

As you ‘unwrap’ your bed tonight, say a prayer of 
thankfulness – for the blessings you have received – 
and for the work that Jesus Christ is doing in the 
lives of the staff and students at The Gospel Center 
Rescue Mission. Continued on page 3
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“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done,”  
(Proverbs 19:17, NIV).

Hope. Peace. Love. Joy.
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