GOSPEL |CENTER
RESCUE IMISSION

restoring lives since 1940

CELEBRATING 85 YEARS

Alumni Celebration -

Homecoming
Graduation Day

As we continue our 85th Anniversary Celebration, we've
begun pulling together old photos and statistics reflecting
on the many lives that have been saved through Jesus
Christ at the Mission. Thousands have found shelter.
Thousands have begun a relationship with Jesus.
Thousands have been fed. Thousands have been

healed from their addictions and have restored their
relationships with family and friends.

It is because of these milestones that we continue to
celebrate the 85 years of work being done at The

Mission. Many milestones and many traditions have

been experienced over the years. The Alumni Celebration -
Homecoming Graduation Day is a new tradition that
began in 2018, encourages us to reflect on the many
people who have graduated from the New Life Program.
We welcome them back to enjoy a delicious BBQ lunch,
graduation program, featuring previous alumni as the
keynote speakers.

Please join us at The Mission on Sunday, September 21st
to enjoy lunch, witness, and celebrate our most recent
graduation class, along with mingling with New Life
Program Alums and guests. You will hear from our
Distinguished Graduates Lindsey Pierzina, the director

of the Men’s New Life Program, and Alumni Bobby Smith,
director of Food Services.

Six months after coming to The Mission, Bobby Smith had
completed Phase 1 of the New Life Program, walked in the
graduation ceremony, and started a job in the kitchen at
The Mission - all on the same day! That was January 16,
2011. Since that time Bobby has continued to grow in his
relationship with Christ and has savored the opportunity
to lead and mentor students. “l love the Lord, and what
He has done in my life. Two days a week, | make pick-up
rounds with a couple of our students in the big box truck.
That time allows me that one-on-one time to talk about
life, the journey they are on, and sometimes just listen.
Because of my experience - | recently celebrated 14 years
of being clean and sober - they know | understand where
they are in life. | am glad | can walk alongside them, as well
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Lindsey Pierzina and Bobby Smith, 2025 Distinguished Graduates

as helping feed thousands who come through the dining
room doors. Last month we fed 15,000 meals.”

In October, Alum Lindsey Pierzina will celebrate ten

years being clean and sober. “l should have been

dead, but | am here. Through The Mission, Jesus

saved my life.” Lindsey credits Chapel every day, Bible
Studies, counseling classes and the non-judgmental,
unconditional love of the staff for helping her change

her life. Following graduation from the New Life Program,
she worked Recuperative Care, and as a Women'’s Case
Manager, where she worked closely with CPS and the
courts. When The Mission was seeking an Assistant
Director in the Men’s New Life Program, Lindsey applied.
Two years later she became Director. “The growth at The
Mission - like the New Life Program Multi-Purpose Center
- is allowing us to serve more people. | plan on utilizing
the connections | have made over the years to bridge

the gap and fill all our programs. | have watched people
come in here completely defeated and transformed

from death to life! People who now have purpose and
brightness in their smiles.”

Distinguished Graduates Bobby and Lindsey will

be the keynote speakers at The Alumni Celebration -
Homecoming Graduation Day on Sunday, September
21st. Please plan on attending, as they will share stories
of faith and strength. You’ll be blessed. Guaranteed!
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Our Mission

Gospel Center Rescue Mission,
Inc. is a ministry to the people

of San Joaquin County where the
homeless and addicted in

our community are presented
the opportunity for spiritual,
physical, emotional restoration
and equitable inclusion through
the love of Jesus Christ.

At the Gospel Center Rescue Mission,
we know that real, lasting change
happens when our entire community
comes together with purpose. That's
why | am so energized about our
two micro-enterprises—Church Street
Coffee and Clean Slate Paints. These
aren’t just small businesses—

they are powerful platforms for
transformation. Every cup of

coffee we brew and every wall

we paint represents more than a
transaction—it’s a step forward for
someone reclaiming their life. Our
graduates aren’t just learning
technical skills; they're developing
the confidence, discipline, and

work ethic that will carry them into
long-term stability. Through these
ventures, we are proving that

work can be both redemptive and
restorative, giving people not just a
paycheck, but a pathway to dignity,
independence, and hope.

These opportunities only grow when
you get involved. | am calling on our
churches, businesses, and individuals
across Stockton and San Joaquin
County —this is your moment to “

be a part of the change.” Serve
Church Street Coffee in your office,

A  MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Headline Needed

your church lobby, or at your next
community event. Hire Clean Slate
Paints for your home, business, or
ministry projects. Tell your friends,
your coworkers, your congregation—
because every connection opens
another door for someone working
toward independence.

“Be a part of the change—because
when one life is restored, an entire
community is renewed."

This isn’t charity—it’s investment.

It’s pouring into lives with the tools,
experience, and confidence they need
to stand on their own. Together, we are
creating a stronger Stockton and San
Joaquin County where restored lives
inspire restoring communities. Let's
not wait for change to happen—Ilet’s
make it happen. Let’s be the change
we want to see.

With deep gratitude,
David Midura, CEO
GCRM
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GCRM 85™ ANNIVERSARY GALA

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2025
6:00pm Stockton Golf and Country Club

Sponsorships and individual tickets available
Contact: Carrie Sass, 209-957-7277

BY PHONE

Scan the QR code

to contribute @
effortlessly from

your phone

DONATE TODAY!

BY MAIL

Write a check to

Donate online @ PO Box 816
gcrms.org/give Stockton, CA
95201-0816



AROUND CAMPUS & COMMUNITY

Cotelipation Contines!ll

Our 85th Anniversary Summer BBQ was held on August 14th at The
Mission! Local business leaders and elected officials mingled with The
Mission Staff and New Life Program Students. Guests were welcomed
by the Church Street Coffee staff, brewing up iced coffees for all in
attendance. Bobby Smith, Director of Food Service and his kitchen
crew served guests BBQ chicken, beans and potato salad!

Please Join Us at the

2025 Homecoming

Graduation Celebration

Sunday, September 21, 2025
Lunch at Noon - Graduation at 2:00pm

Keynote Speakers
2025 Distinguished Graduates
Lindsey Pierzina
Director of the Men’s New Life Program

o ‘ and
Construction Update _Bobby Smith
Director of Food Services
Guests at the 85th Anniversary BBQ in mid-August had the opportunity - @
to see the progress being made on the New Life Program Multi-Purpose Gospel Center Rescue Mission
Center. Call today to tour of the Mission Campus and see how our many 445 S. San Joaquin St. ® Stockton

programs will benefit from this new building. We are anticipating the )
completion to be in the last quarter of 2025!!! It will be an exciting finale _Q Please RSVP to Melissa Torres, (209) 320-2313 &_
to our 85th Anniversary Celebration.
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CAMPUS MEMORY VERSE
“4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will

cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.”
Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV)
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National Night Out!

Students and Staff joined the community at Lincoln Center
Presbyterian Church for National Night Out. Our team worked
alongside church volunteers to set up, greet guests and participate
in the evening’s activities!

Thanksgiving Turkey Donations

We have a lot of ovens to roast turkeys!
Please consider donating a frozen
turkey, or the funds to purchase one or
two! Call (209) 320-2316 for details.
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Clothing Plus Program
Operated by Jerry Baxter and supported through your donations, the
Clothing Plus Program provides clean, gently used clothing, shoes and
other household items at no cost to individuals and families in crisis!
This compassionate touchpoint at The Mission ensures men, women

and children have access to essential items that promote dignity,
health and confidence.



