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CELEBRATING 85 YEARS

A FarElily

William (Willie) Sullivan grew up in Stockton and Linden. It
wasn't an easy start, as his early years were surrounded by
alcohol, drug addiction, and dysfunction. Moving from
school to school, although he enjoyed playing little league,
he began running with the wrong crowd. By 13 years old
Willie was already experimenting with drugs, running the
streets, and struggling in school. He received his first
prison sentence by the age of 20. Willie was experiencing
a life that didn’t have a good start, and was going down a
very rough path. Upon his release from prison, five years
later, he found good work as a roofer. A functioning
alcoholic and drug user, he continued to work and at age
30 met a beautiful woman, Tara, who would become his
wife. They have four beautiful children, Little Willie, Little
Tara, lla and Navy.

As they continued through life, Willie shared “there was
never a moment that both he and his wife were clean and

ON

OCTOBER 2025

sober at the same time. Willie held a good, steady job, and
Tara stayed home with the children. They managed to buy
a home and did their best to build as normal a life as
possible, despite their addiction.

Then Child Protective Services stepped in - and their life
took a new turn. Knowing their family would be displaced
and shattered, they both made the wise decision to enter
into a program. Once that program was completed, they
decided to take another step towards sobriety. Willie
came to The Mission and Tara went to another local
women's shelter.

Willie credits the programs and morning devotions at The
Mission that began turning his life around. Breaking the
chain of addiction that he has experienced throughout his
entire life began when he walked through the Jesus Saves
Gate. “l am attending church on a regular basis. Tyson
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Our Mission

Gospel Center Rescue Mission,
Inc. is a ministry to the people

of San Joaquin County where the
homeless and addicted in

our community are presented
the opportunity for spiritual,
physical, emotional restoration
and equitable inclusion through
the love of Jesus Christ.

"There are moments in ministry
when heaven and earth seem to
meet, and we've had the privilege

of experiencing just that here at the
Mission. The Bible tells us that the
angels in heaven rejoice when even
one person repents and turns to the
Lord. Imagine the celebration in glory
when not one, but many men and
women give their lives to Christ and
boldly proclaim their faith through
baptism! If heaven resounds with
praise, how much more should we,
as witnesses of God's grace, lift our
voices and rejoice right here on earth?

Already this year, we have seen 30
individuals’ step into the waters

of baptism - thirty lives publicly
declaring that Jesus Christ has made
them new. Each one of these baptisms
is a testimony to God's power to heal,
restore, and transform lives. Every
face tells a story: chains broken, hope
renewed, and a future anchored in
Christ. These victories are not only
evidence of God's work today, but also
a continuation of the legacy that has
defined the Gospel Center Rescue
Mission for generations.

A  MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

God's Power to Heal

That legacy is especially on our hearts
this year, as we celebrate the 85th
anniversary of the Gospel Center
Rescue Mission. For eight and a half
decades, this ministry has stood as a
beacon of hope in San Joaquin County,
reaching the lost, serving the broken,
and sharing the love of Christ without
compromise. To celebrate 30 baptisms
in the same year that we mark 85 years
of ministry is no coincidence - itis a
powerful reminder that the same God
who has guided us since 1940 is still
changing lives, right now, in 2025.

As we look ahead, we do so with
confidence and joy. The same God
who has sustained this Mission for 85
years will continue to guide us into the
future. Let us rejoice together - over
every soul saved, every life restored,
and every victory won in Jesus' name.
And | invite you - our faithful friends
and partners - to continue standing
with us in prayer, in service, and in
giving. Together, we are part of the
great celebration in heaven, and
together we will carry this legacy
forward for generations to come.

With gratitude and rejoicing,
David Midura, CEO
GCRM

Construction Update

Every day we get closer and closer to being
able to serve our New Life Program students,
recuperative care patients, and our staff in this

Thanksgiving Turkey
Donations

We have a lot of ovens
to roast turkeys! Please
consider donating a
frozen turkey, or the
funds to purchase one
or two! Call (209)
320-2316 for details.
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beautiful building. Soon, very soon!!!
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and Cody, (Mission staff) have helped me grow in changing
my life skills, and growing in my faith. | had never had a
relationship with Christ before | came to The Mission.”

Once he finishes his program, Willie and Tara, are excited to
get back to their home, with a new outlook on life - a life
filled with Christ’s love and grace. “We have been together
11 years — have four beautiful children. This is the first time
we are clean together, and raising our children in a God filled
home,” Willie said with a content smile.

Willie stated that his friends are surprised and proud that he
has turned his life around. Once he completes the New Life
Program, Willie’s employer will welcome him back with
open arms.

Willie shared “Recovery is possible. | didn't think it was at all
possible. But here | am! | am healing. | have patience. | am
communicating. It is because of the grace of God. | can’t
wait to get back to OUR home and continue to rebuild our
family. What a blessing.”

Serving in the Communiy!

A great MISSION CREW came out to Family Day at the Park to set up this fun, community event. The Mission was
also represented — sharing information about Clean Slate Paint, Church Street Coffee, and the New Life Program.

The kids enjoyed the chalk art while their parents were engaged talking with The Mission Team.
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Camping
Trip

Surrounded by the beauty

of God'’s creation, the Men's
weekend trip to Yosemite was
a powerful time of fellowship
and spiritual reunion.

They shared meaningful
connections through meals,
hiking and prayer. The
highlight of the getaway

was the celebration of three
baptisms, with each declaring
their faith and commitment to
a new life in Christ.

Haircuts

What a blessing. Board
member Pam Regan
introduced her beautician
friends, Sherry and Nancy
to our Mission ladies.
Throughout the day, our
ladies received fresh new
haircuts and styles, while
connecting, laughing and
helping the women leave
with a clean, confident
look. So much joy and
encouragement was shared
on this day! Thank you Pam,
Sherry and Nancy.
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CAMPUS MEMORY VERSE
“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are

justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)
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David Midura, Tyson Fite, Bobby Smith, Cody Walker, Celina Sauseda, Richard Cavazos, Christopher Evory, Sebastian Kemp, Shemika House,
Lindsey Pierzina, Jessica Machado, Monica Kimball, Britton Kimball. Bottom Row: Morgan Porras-Burgos, Sari Wyld, Aurora Tamayo.
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