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C A M P U S  M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 
his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.” 

Psalm 148:13 (NIV)

itting in the conference room with his beautiful 
daughter Liana, Lance Watkins shared his life as a 

hard-working, master carpenter, and the remorseful 
turn of events that brought him to the Gospel Center 
Rescue Mission, and ultimately a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Lance was born into a family of God-fearing, wonder-
ful people, yet he never felt a connection with Jesus.  
As he described, ‘his life was a party - and the party 
never stopped.’ He found music and the life on the 
road led him down some rough paths – including drug 
and alcohol use. It was a high that he never wanted to 
stop. By his mid 30’s he chose his party lifestyle over 

everything else, a choice that severed his relationship 
with his children. 

Working hard as a functioning addict and alcoholic, 
he was spiraling out of control and soon became 
unreliable as an employee. He eventually went to a 
program, got off heroin but continued to drink. His 
on-and-off relationship with his father continued, yet 
his father was searching for ways to reconnect with 
Lance. He asked him to attend a conference with him. 
It was there that God spoke directly to Lance, prompt-
ing him to get sober.  For four and a half years life was 
good although the relationship with his parents was 
still absent.

Lance and 
daughter 

Liana

THEY ARE PRECIOUS!

As a talented master craftsman, he learned the trade 
from his father, it wasn’t hard for him to �nd work. 
Yet he slipped back into what seemed like the darkest 
place, he couldn’t stop drinking and walked away 
from his employer. In and out of rehab, his friends 
were doing their best to help him but the ‘getting 
straight’ seemed short lived. A trip to Colorado 
turned into a search for him listed as a missing 
person. Black-out episodes were more often than 
not. He uttered the words “I am so tired of my life,” 
as he blacked out in front of a mechanic shop in East 
Stockton. When he woke up, he was at The Gospel 
Center Rescue Mission. 

Laying in a Mission bed, Lance wasn’t sure he 
wanted another ‘program’. But he soon realized there 
was something about this place. “I sat back – just 
watching and observing. The faith component, the 
programs. There was a reason God brought me here,” 
shared Lance. 

Immediately he found that things started to click. 
Lance shared, “Every message seemed to be written 
for me, and I began to feel the purpose of what God 
had for me. Everything fell into place over several 
months. Then my daughter showed up for visitation 
one day, with her Bible.  That began a close relation-
ship with her that I thought was gone forever.” 

Lance continued, “The staff at The Mission embraced 
me, gave me what I needed, including help with my 
recovery and spiritual guidance. They helped me 
rekindle my relationship with the Lord. I know I should 
be dead, but God brought me here to soul search – 
to �nd a purpose to be sober.” 

Lance recently completed Phase I at The Mission and 
is staying for the 2nd phase, to help others, and to 
serve others while also being served. Currently 
working in recuperative care, it has given him the 
opportunity to continue to grow, get clarity, while 
giving back at the same time. 

Looking proudly at his daughter, Lance shared “She 
makes me thrilled to be her dad, and The Mission is 
also helping me rebuild my relationship with my 
boys.” He has also restored his relationship with 
his parents. 

Currently attending His Way Church, Lance loves the 
messages, and especially the praise and worship. 
One day he would love to get back to his musician 
roots to join the worship team as a guitar player, this 
time healthy and sober – and honoring God.  He has 
goals to get another home, stay connected with 
The Mission and become a contributing employee. 
He knows that staying involved will give him 
opportunity to provide guidance on what they 
are going through. 
 
If Gods will, Lance also has a desire to go to Bible 
College. In closing he shared “I never thought about 
giving my whole life to the Lord – it’s opened a 
whole new world to me.  I’ve never been happier 
in my entire life. Drugs give you nothing! I now 
have peace and serenity as I serve the Lord.”

Rebuilding Life:

Continued on page 3

Following the San Joaquin County Leadership 
Prayer Breakfast, we had the privilege of welcoming 
Keynote Speaker Michael Franzese and his family to 
The Mission. A meaningful and encouraging time 
for both our staff and the students we serve, as 
Michael shared his life experiences with honesty 
and humility − a message of transformation, hope 
and the power of choosing a different path.  

Michael Franzese with The Mission staff and students

David Midura with the Franzese Family 

A Meaningful Visit
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It’s not just about reading the Word 
but living it out. Following the 
example of Jesus in how we love, how 
we lead, and how we show up.

This Father’s Day, we encourage you 
to look to our Heavenly Father. Let 
Him shape what it means to be a 
father, a mentor, and a man of faith. 
It’s never too late to build something 
different - and something lasting.

Here at the Gospel Center Rescue 
Mission, we see that happening every 
day - men stepping into responsibility, 
rebuilding relationships, and learning 
what it means to be present for their 
children. Your continued support 
makes that transformation possible, 
and together, we are helping restore 
fathers, families, and futures.

With gratitude,

David Midura, CEO
GCRM 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C E O

Relationships Take Time

Far too many of us didn’t get the time 
with our earthly fathers that we 
needed. For some, they simply 
weren’t there. For others, they were 
working hard but did not prioritize the 
value of relationships with their 
family. Either way, the result is 
something many of us feel - we 
missed out on what that connection 
was meant to be.

That’s why the example we’re given 
in our Heavenly Father matters so 
much. He is present. He made a way 
for us to know Him through His Son. 
In John 17, Jesus prays that we would 
be one with Him and the Father, just 
as they are one. That kind of 
relationship is close, personal, and 
intentional.

But relationships like that don’t just 
happen. They take time. They take 
effort. Scripture tells us we reap what 
we sow. If we want a real relationship 
with Jesus, we have to make time for 
Him. If we want to be present for our 
children - maybe in ways our own 
fathers weren’t - we have to choose 
that daily.
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Clean Slate Paint Crew at the 
Emergency Food Bank 

Mentoring

Somethings Brewing….

Clean Slate Paint team recently completed a full 
exterior transformation of the Emergency Food 
Bank - bringing new life to the building! Painting, 
pressure washing, and removing outdated signage, 
Clean Slate Paint donated their time as part of their 
commitment to serving the community.

Clean Slate Paint Crew at the 
Emergency Food Bank 

Sunday, July 19
Cross Roads Church, Manteca

Keynote Speaker: John Petlansky

UPCOMING GRADUATION DATE

We thank you for any donations.
For donation drop-off, call (209) 466-2138.

DONATIONS NEEDED 
Hygiene products 

(deodorant, 
shampoo, 

body wash) 

The Gospel Center Rescue Mission Baseball Team continues to 
demonstrate strong teamwork and encouragements, always closing 
the game – win or lose – in prayer!  Always a fun evening.

Post Game Prayers

Sunday, September 20
At GCRM Campus along with Home-

coming
Keynote Speakers: 
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