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Just six months ago, Ayzsia Rodriguez’s life looked
completely different. As a single mother struggling with
alcohol addiction, she was making choices that she knew
were wrong, and all of it was rapidly escalating. Drinking
and driving with her daughter in the car led her to jail and
caused Child Protective Services to become involved in her
life. When she placed her daughter into the arms of the CPS
worker, it was one of the most painful moments of her life.
Ayzsia sadly expressed, “l had to face the reality of my
decisions and begin taking accountability for the impact my
choices had on my daughter. It brought me to a place of
brokenness, and | needed God to help me change my life.”

When Ayzsia arrived at the Gospel Center Rescue Mission,
she was carrying so much guilt, shame, and fear. As a
source of hope and a reminder of what she was fighting for,
she kept pictures of her daughter on her bedside dresser.
For weeks, she couldn’t even bring herself to look at those
pictures, as the pain of missing her and facing the
consequences of her choices felt unbearable.
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Struggling with depression Ayzsia struggled to smile and
didn’t want to hold conversations with anyone. She began
taking medication to help her cope with the depression and
help her sleep. But even with that, she would wake up each
morning still feeling the same, angry at herself. She was
carrying so much guilt and regret over the impact of her
choices.

In the midst of her brokenness, Ayzsia made a good choice
- one, to keep trusting God. “l didn't have all the answers,
and | didn’t always feel strong, but | kept showing up. | kept
praying and kept asking God to help me through the chaos
and restore the peace | had lost.”

During that time, she began to truly seek God. She didn’t
pray when life was good—when she had the house, the car,
and the job. It was when she lost everything, especially her
daughter, that she finally surrendered. “God was the one |
needed all along,” shared Ayzsia.

Continued on page 3
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A  MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Seasons of Change

As summer begins to come to an end,
we are reminded that every season
brings new opportunities for growth,
renewal, and transformation.

healthier, more stable, and
purpose-filled lives. We are grateful
to walk alongside them as they
overcome challenges, rebuild
relationships, strengthen their faith,
Throughout these summer months, and prepare for a brighter future.
the Gospel Center Rescue Mission
has continued to be a place of hope
and healing for men, women, and
children in our community. Each day,
lives are being restored through safe
shelter, nutritious meals, counseling,
education, spiritual guidance, and the  continue providing compassionate
encouragement of people who truly care and life-changing opportunities
care. to those who need them most.
Thank you for your faithfulness.

None of this would be possible
without our dedicated staff,
volunteers, churches, community
partners, and faithful supporters like
you. Your generosity allows us to

The change of seasons also reminds
us that transformation takes time.
Just as a seed must be planted, ﬁ . Ma
watered, and nurtured before it can M M
grow, the individuals in our programs  David Midura, CEO

are taking important steps toward GCRM

With gratitude,
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2026 Homecoming Graduation Celebration
Sunday, September 13, 2026

Graduation at 10:00am — Lunch at Noon

Keynote Speakers: 2026 Distinguished Graduates

Gospel Center Rescue Mission | Please RSVP to Melissa Torres
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Graduation July 19th. Top Left to Right: Britton Kimball, Cody Walker, Tyson Fite,
Tommy Jones, Shaun Ripoyla, Adrian Heredia-Cornejo, Ryan Whorton, Joseph
Santistevan, Lindsey Pierzina, John Petlansky, David Turner, Aaron Moore, Adam
Marchand, Marcus Krueger, Carrie Williams, Jessica Machado, and David Midura.
3 2 Bottom Left to Right: Alma Hernandez, MetzIi Cantu, Jessenia Nunez, Tabitha Wright,
Keynote Speaker  Sherri Walk, Aurora Tamayo, Nereyda Alvarez, Andrea Mountjoy, Denitha Campbell,

John Petlansky Gina Ruben, and Ayzsia Rodriguez.



Celebrating America!!!

We had the privilege of participating in the Fourth
of July Parade in downtown Stockton as our
community came together to celebrate America’s
250th Anniversary. Our students and staff walked
proudly through the parade, representing The
Mission with joy, gratitude, and a spirit of unity.
The evening wrapped up with a fireworks show at
The Mission thanks to Ron and Bonnie Barber!
Celebrating America!l!

Bonnie Barber

for their gener-
;ﬂ’g”ﬁ‘”r ous donation of
providing
fireworks —
adding excite-
ment and sparkle
on Independence
Day for our
students and
staff!
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Volunteers Create fun!

The Costco volunteer crew recently came and spent time with the
children. They brought fun activities, creative crafts, and plenty of
laughter. We are so grateful to the Costco team for giving their time
and helping create such a memorable experience for the children.

She made the decision to totally surrender her life to Him
and accept His forgiveness. She also made the decision to
get baptized—representing a new beginning—a decision
to leave behind the life she had been living and allow God
to guide her.

Every night she prayed and asked God to restore her
peace, sanity, and strength. Through her recovery
program and working the steps, God began revealing
things to her the things that needed healing, and that
change does not happen overnight. With God's help,
and daily commitment, she discovered that healing
is possible.

Eventually, she was able to come off the medication for
depression. God was teaching Ayzsia how to trust Him,
how to forgive herself, and how to believe in her future.
One of the hardest parts of her journey was the pain of
missing her daughter. For a while, the pictures on her
dresser were too painful to look at, yet God continued
to heal her heart, and those pictures became a daily
reminder of hope.

“Every day is one day closer to my daughter.” That
phrase became something she held onto when things

felt difficult. Every class, every step, every prayer, and
every day that she chose recovery was bringing her
closer to the life she was fighting for. Little by little,
God began restoring her life.

Ayzsia shared, “Today, | have overnight visits with my
daughter, and | now have a full-time job. | continue to grow
in my recovery, and | am becoming the mother and woman
God created me to be. No longer do | wake up consumed
by shame and regret. Instead, | wake up with gratitude,
purpose, and hope. She continued, “God has given me
hope where there was despair, peace where there was
chaos, and purpose where there was emptiness.”

With a thankful heart Ayzsia said, “l want to thank The
Mission for giving me a place where | could heal, grow
and re-build my life, giving me hope, direction, and a
second chance. Thank you to the staff and everyone who
believed in me and encouraged me. | will always be
grateful for the love, support and guidance you’ve shown
me. Thank you to my sister for walking through this
journey with me. Thank you to our Mission supporters for
being a part of the story God is writing in my life. May
God continue to bless The Mission and everyone who
walks through the doors.”
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restoring lives since 1940
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CAMPUS MEMORY VERSE
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”
Proverbs 3:5 (NIV)
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Blessing through Serving
Wayne and Cheryl Bibelheimer brought their three teenage
granddaughters to The Mission to help serve lunch to our students. They

assisted with meal preparation, helped get everything ready, and served
with kindness and enthusiasm. Thank you for blessing our students!!!

UPCOMING GRADUATION DATE

Sunday, September 13
Homecoming Graduation Celebration
At the GCRM Campus

November 15
First Baptist Church, Lodi

Pralse Bubbles and ]oyful Hearts
Our Mission Kids enjoyed a special visit from Circle of Love, who came
to praise, sing, and share God'’s love with them. The afternoon was
filled with joyful music, smiles, laughter, and bubbles as everyone

celebrated together. We are so grateful to Circle of Love for creating
such a fun and uplifting day.

DONATIONS NEEDED

Hygiene Items
Twin Sheets < e

Towels ?
Blankets u ) u
We thank you for any donations.
For donation drop-off, call (209) 466-2138.




